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Enterbd at Station] 



PREFACE. 



To all the Friends and Supporters f and 
Teachers of Sunday-schools. 



THE writer considers it no intru- 
sion, to send these plain dialoffues 
into the world, through the medium 
of the press, because his design will 
be easily discovered by all who pe- 
ruse them. It may be asked, ^^ Have 
we not a goodly number of books 
for chUdren^ already?" To this it 
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are so ready to tr 

good old way ; n. 
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aiding useful and t 
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And if it be comi 

eloquent writers , 

in all the chupche 

Guide for Teach 

Schools; and also 
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/it is a very critical age for youth — 
just about the time they leare their 
parents, and before they have form- 
ed their future connexions in life. 
Therefore by the ed^mest entreaties 
of several friends, the writer appears 
as the FRIENDLY iNSTRireroR to 
those children who have been taught 
in public — to remind them of the 
utility of redu<?ing to practice the 
wholesome advice pf their best 
friends. 

The characters are drawn from 
life. And if God bestows his bles- 
sing on this humble attempt, and is 
pleased by his Holy Spirit, to seal 
his instructions on the minds, and 
stamp hiis image on the Ke^\Vj^ ^K. 



be useful members of 
numents of mercy in 
and ornaments of ] 
church, he shall have \ 

Lewes, AprU 24, 1823. 



A DIAIiOOUi; 

' BETWEIN 

JAMES WISDOM, & JOHN CARELESS, 

A SUNDAY SCHOLAR, 
ON HIS JLEAVIN6 THS SCHOOI., 



ON a fine summer's evening, after the 
solemn services of the sacred Sabbath were 
over, Mr. Wisdom was returning home to a 
village. He met with John Careless } whea 
the following conversation took place :— - 

Wisdom. — Where havQ you been to-day ? 

Cdreless.-Sir, I have been at the Sun- 
(lay-schoQ) to learn my book. 

^.— How long have you attended there ? 

C— I think it is about eight years. 

fP".— Can you read ^o\a ^\SaVt>\iSs^'\ 



"^t have «uch time. ' 

^,,'t--^lUhis is r 

^^ h«v« a good i^aste 
^ <*«rcb, or chapel, , 

and h«^3.ou read somet 
^-If^hedoes^Ish, 

'^'f when you left tJie s 
o„^ ^' •"■- *W» fa 



C^oiiel 
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C— I have said tlie Lord's prayer, and, 
sometimes, one of the collects. 

W. — So iar, so good : bat I wish you to 
pray every night and m(Mrning ; for our bles- 
sed Lord says, ** Men ought always to pray, 
and not to fadnt." 

C — Well, sir, I will endeavour so to do : 
I wish I had some one to teach ikie.' 

W. — God is the best teacher : go to him 
as the disciples did, and say, ^^ Lord, teach 
me to pray." 

C. — But I am so very ignorant, that I 
fear he will not hear me. I should be glad 
to know how to pray. 

fF.— -If you seek the Lord, he has pro- 
mised that you shall, find him. 

C. — My teachers have told me this, of- 
t^n. But I should be much obliged^ if you 
will do me the kindness, to give me a short 
form of prayer, or two, that I may express 
myself as I ought to do. 

W. — O, yes, John, I vW\ ^^ "^ ^«!^ 



-. — inank you kindly: I 1. 
►fit by your good advice. 
W4 — God bless you ! Come in 
J and it shall be ready for you. 

Th6 next ihordin^, John wen 
sdom's house, and he gave him 
ng prayers, and two short hym 

MORNING PRATBli. 

mighty Grod! who of thy g 

^reserved me from the perils 

ght, and safely brought me to 

^, of this day : preserve me 

1 give me errj»'»'* 
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loved Son, who has bid mc ask, that I may 
have. Lord) teach me to pray in ftlth, that 
I may receive the blessings which thou hast 
promised to bestow. Feed me with the 
Bread of Life. Giude me into all truth 
by thy Holy Spirit, Strengthen me, that I 
may run on my heavenly way, still looking 
to Jesus, the author and finisher of my faith. 
Hold me up, and I shall be safe. Impress 
my mind with the blessings of tru^ religion. 
Let the instructions I have heard on the 
past Sabbath, be profitable to my soul* 
l^indly reward my teachers, for all t\im la- 
bours of love in teaching me. Remember 
all my dear relations: may we «U be united 
to God's family in li^eaven* Enable me to 
rest under the shadow of thy wings. Grant 
these mercies to me, for the sat^e of Jesus 
Christ, pur Saviour. An^a, t, 

MORNTNG HTBOr. 
AwUce^ my dull inactive soul^ 

:b2 
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fiachd&voffh- * 

P""'W5trengeh,o„,e. 

e«embernotthesinsof« 
remember tl,«. ™°™'ni 
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Grant me thy grace^ to guide me in tlic 
right way. Keep me under thy protection. 
Suffer me not to wander from the footsteps 
of thy flock ; but <let my path be as the 
shining llght^ which shineth more aiid more 
to the perfect day. I commend my dear 
parents^ and relations^ to thy care'; and 
humbly beseech thee to, bless them with thy 
saving grace. Regard all thy faithful minis- 
ters with thy special favour. May they see 
the pleasure of the Lord prosper in their 
hands j in giving them success in bringing 
ihany poor sinners to the knowledge of the 
true Ood, Preserve me from all perils and 
dangers through the ni^ht ; and enable me 
to lay down in peace^ and sleep^ for thou^ 
Lord, only makest me to dwell in safety. 
These mercies, I humbly beg for the sake 
of Jesus Christ,' our Lord, to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Ghost,* be ascribed 
all honour, majesty, and dominion, for ever, 
and ever. Amen. 
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EVENING HYMN. 

Draw my desires to things above. 
And wean from things below ; 
Lord, make me know thy holy will. 
And practise what I know. 

Grant me those tokens of thf love 
I ne*er enjoy*d before ; 
No more may guilty fears distress. 
And sin bear rule no more. 

After John had thanked Mr. Wisdom, he 

was about to go home to tell his father and 

mother ; but this kind friend gave him a 

few shillings to put in his pocket, and also 

a choice book, written by the late Dr. Dod* 

dridge, called the Rise and Progress qf 

Religion in tlve Soul, saying to him, ^^ If 

^ou behave well in your situation, God will 

)e the guide of your youth. Ai^ I shall 

Iways be glad to see you, or hear of your 

'elfuce. FariBwell, John. May the Lord 

ess you, and keep you.'' 
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A DIALOGUE 

BBTWBIN 

The Minister and John Careless^ 

ON THE 

I * 

iMPORTANciE Of religion. 

THE minister hearing that John Careless 
was about to leave the school, sent for him ; 
and, when he came, had the following con- 
versation with him. 

Minister. — I have sent for you, John, to 
examine you on the first principles of reli- 
gion. And, if any thing occurs to your 
mind, wherein you want to be informed, I 
will endeavour to instruct you. You have 
frequently repeated your catechism ; but I 
wish to know what are your thoughts about 
God Almighty ? 
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John. — I believe in God, that he is the 
creator of all mankind. 

M. — Very well said. ' But I wish to know 
whether you trust in this great and glorious 
God, to preserve you from danger^ and to 
provide for your support ? 

J. — Yes, sir, I hope I do ; but as I am 
but young in years I shall need the prayers^ 
of all my friends, for I am going among 
strangers (John weeps). I am distressed at 
leaving my father and mother. 

Jlif.— I am pleased to $ee that you love 
your parents. But remember that God is 
the same, in every place : and if you rer 
member your Creator in the days of your 
youth, he wilF guide you in the right way. 

J.— -As you have now said something 
about the right way^ I wish to know What 
is meant by this prayer, '^ More cfspeciaily, 
we pray for the good estate of the cathoUc 
church.'^ What, does this mean that we 
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ore to pmy fot Roman catholics, that they 
may prosper ? 

M. — This pra'yer is a suitable prayer; 
and, we hereby signify, that we pray for all 
Giod's 'church and people throughout the 
world, utuversall/f of every Dame (md deno- 
mination, who worship the true God — and 
this is the catholic church. 

J. — Thank jou, sir, for this information. 
Bot, what U tneant by being guided and 
governed by Grod's good Spirit i 

M, — To be guided by God's good Spirit, 
signifies, that all good people are under the 
influences of the Holy Spirit. For the 
apostle Paul tells us, " As many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, they are- the soot of 
God : and if any man have not the spirit 
of Christ, he is ntqie of his." 

if. — How does the Spirit gmde us ? 

Jlf.^-Tbe Holy Spirit convinces us^ of 
the ent (^ gin, and the danger of continu- 

4 



•^•— Will ,~""V"'^ pardon 
^.- -Yes t?'r *"" ''''^' 

;; '"^ '^d that thej. ^,,^ 
heart, and said unto pZ 

'^^■^onthej;:"'^^-' 

-^hen they were tu , 
iJi'H #1, ® thus d 
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it is recorded, *^ Then they that gladly re- 
ceived the word wete baptized; and the 
same ilay there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls/' 

' J".*— Wtat is meant by those who profess 
and call themselves Christians ? 
• JIf.— It iheans^, that many profess Chris- 
tianity^ that are hot, in the strictest sense, 

true Christians. 

J.-^If you please, sir; shew me the differ^ 
enee between those who profess^ and those 
who fH« really ifrti« Christians. 

M. — Those who are professors, only, are 
fdl'who Embrace the outward form of Chris- 
tianity; those who are not Jews, Turks^ 
Pagans, or Heathens. Thus the greatest 
part of Europe is called Christendom. But, 
taking the whole together, many are destitute 
of the truth. 

J.— Wbo^ -are those that properly may 
be called ^e Christians ? 

3f.^-rTrue Chtistiatis, %xe vx^ ^ «^ 

c ■ 
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renewed by God's grace; bom again^ 01 
made new creatures : who worship Grod in 
the spirit ; rejoice in Christ Jesus ; and have 
no confidence in the flesh. 

J. — What am I to understand by being 
led into the way of truth ? 

M. — By being led into the way of trathj 
is to depend entirely on Christ Jesus^^ as the 
Saviour of sinners ; to believe the doctrines 
he taught^ and to wtdk in the way of }m 
statutes; thereby adorning the doctrioei 
of God our Saviour in all things— this li 
the way of truth. 

J. — How are Christians to hold thf 
faith? 

M. — To hold the faith^ signifies to hok 
it fast^ in our principles^ against all opposi- 
tion, or errors. 

J. — ^Why are we to hold fiEist our faitb ii 
Ufdiy of spirit ? 

M. — ^Because, thereby, we prove thatiN 
sr^ taught hy the same Holy Spfait ; fior bj 
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pne Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
wheihet we be Jews or gentiles, and have 
beea made all to drink into one spirit. 

J^— -What is meant by the bond of 
peace ? 

M.*^lt signifies that God ealleth us to 
enjoy peace, and reconciliation, through 
Jesus Chrbt. It is our duty to follow peace 
with all men : for, ^^ blessed are the peace^ 
makers, for they shall be called the children 
ofGod.*' 

J*.— But, sir^ seeing that many Christians 
do not practise the duties as they ought, 
wUl you please to inform me th^ reasons 
why they do not ? 

Jlf«— <-0, yes, my dear boy. I am pleased 
with your enquiries. You will perceive, 
that^ when we pray aright, we pray that all 
true Christians may, not only be sound in 
their principles, but consistent in practice, 
and in righteousness of life : thus walking as 
becometh the gospel of €\vm\.% 
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J. — I have another favour to ask you, sir. 
Will you give a letter of recommendation to 
the minister of the place where I am to 
attend divine service; for I should like to 
be useful in the Sunday-school ? 

M. — ^That is very right. When you know 
where your master attends, come to me, and 
I will give you a letter to him; and I do 
earnestly desire you will conscientiously 
attend the worship of God. >*^ Remember 
the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy :" for, 
without this, you can expect jio' blessing 
from God. 

It has-been justly said, by a very judicious 
author, that " wherever the Sabbath is not 
kept, there is no worship-^np religion : man 
forgets God ; md God forsakes man. The 
Sabbath is eminently the day of . salva,tion. 
On Zion the Lord commanded the bles- 
sing ; even life for evermore. On that holy 
day, and in the holy place, this incompre- 
hensible blessing is still to be found. Where 



DIALOGUES. 23 

that day is not observed^ and that place is 
BOt tjxqxienttd, this blessiog ceases to de- 
scend. If we love ourselves^ thens if we 
love our fEUnilies ; if we love our country 5 
if we love mankind, we shall exert ourselves 
to the utmost, to uphold the Sabbath in its 
purity, in;. our bearta^ in our conversation, 
and in. our conduct." " . 

All good Christians, therefore, perfectly 
agree witb this wor);hy minister i and I hope 
you will .GOQsider what I have said ; and 
frequently sing that beautiful psalip, in God's 
Iiouse — 

■^Thc work, O liOr^', is .thine, 
An^ woad'tfottk- iki out eyes i 
The day declares it all divide-^ 
This day did Jesus rise. 

This is the glorious day 
That our Redeemer made : 
' Let us rejoice, and sing, and pray. 
And all the church be glad." 



While the minister was sijeakVjCi^^ \^:}«s!i. 

c2 • 



cemod afi'ectcd, and tears rolled down his 
hccks ( and, at last, he said, " Oh, sir, 
ow liappy should I be, if I could enjoy 
'hat good people do '. but I do desire it 
■Cm my heart." 
M, — Tlien, if you desire it, God will give 
you. Remember what the Psalmist says. 
Delight thyself in the Lord, and he shall 
ive thee the desires of thine heart." But 
3 the night draws on apace, I think you 
id better go home, lest your friends should 
e uneasy. But I shall ejtpeet to see you 
^in. Ask your father what is the address 
( the minister you are to hear j and, if you 
ring it I will give you a line. Good night, 
3hn. God bless you. 
J. — Thank you, sir, for all your klad- 
ess. Good night, sir, 
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SECOND DULOGUE 

ISTWUBN 

The Minister tmd John Careless. 



IN a few days afterwards^ John waited 
on the ministelr again; and the following 
cohv^erBation ensued : — 

Minister. — So you are not yet gone to 
■your new situation^ John. 
^ Jbhn.<^No,'sfar5 but I am expecting to 
go very soon. 

' Jlf.^A rid, pray, what i» your business to 
bcJ 
: J. — A shoemaker, sirr 

jBf •— Andj does your master conscien- 
tioui^ly observe t^e.Lord's-day, by going to 
some plaice of worship ? 

J. — Yes, sir. He goes to tlaaofesiJ^V^ 
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and he has promised to ask the superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school^ for me to be 
one of the junior ieadiers^ when there is a 
vacancy. 

M.— I am very glad of that ; and I hope 
you will be dilig^t in your mB6tet*fi business^ 
and dutiful and obliging to every body ; but^ 
especially, remember what I have said to 
you about your duty to God. 

J.— Yes, sin I thank you very much for 
those prayers you wrote out for rae, and I 
have begfin to use them. < I think I shall 
buy me a co|>ybook, and write them out 
myself, and, perhaps, I shall remember my 
prayers soon. . ? . 

Mr-^That ift'a very good way to keep it 
in your mind. I did not mean that you 
should always be confined to the same pray- 
ers, or to^use Ae ,|^ame words j but when 

• 

you find lib^ tppniy tpGod, that you 
may use it as a help^' t31 your fedinf of 
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your .wftQts^ draw out the desireg of your 

heart 

. J. — ^I hope Lshidl^ with Qod's blessing. 

I am told that the minister is a faithful man. 

Perhapt you know him ; I believe his| name 

is the Rev. James Meek. 

M»-M3, yes : I know him very well. He 
is a good maa, and fears God above many. 
His ministry has been owned of Grod ;' es- 
pecially among the young people jso^ I 
hope, you are going to feed with the lanfbs, 
in.ljie fold of Christy the great Sheplterd 
and bishop of souls. 

J. — Oh, how thankful I am, to hear that 
he is.fk faithfol man> and tlu^t he notices 
young people ; for I feel that I shall need 
every help, and every hint, of all my friends. 

M. — 'Since you seem to have such a de- 
sire to be directed aright^ I will give you a 
few directions from God's word, that will 
.be a rule for your future conduct ; — 



xii.2'"°'™'<"»eh,w, 

wnert." '-"MODS cor 

" I'oIIow peace with »ii 

'Whence to mat^ 
' election sure." ^°" 

l^old fast the £tStt,A , 
In ai; ti. ^' '^'d- 
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wiokedr^'^ If siopera m^e thee, consent 
thou notJ\ 

/^ Owe no mm ^ny thing 5 but to lore 
one another/' 

5^. Bit^ ifrithout ceding/' Fray for the 
peaoe of JenisalepQu 

'' Quench not the. Spirit/' 

^^ Receive with tn^eknesf the engrafted 
word, which is able to save^your soul/' 

^^ Strive to enter in .at the straight gate/' 

Take heed how you hear, and what you 
hear. r 

Use aU means qf grace which God has 
appointed for your good. Say with the 
Psalmistt-'^ l^to my heart to fear thy 



name.'* 



** Vanity of vanities, all is vanity/' 

Wsdt on the Lord and he shall save thee. 

Lfit the letter X remind you oi the cross 

of Christ; and say, with holy Paul — ^^ God 

forbid'tiiat I should gh»y, save in the cfoss 

mt oUr Lord ieixia CAeflf^> V| ^<iit«Bax "^s*. 
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world is crucified tmto me^ and I auto tlie 
world." 

Yield up yourself tx> GoA, as one alive 
from the dead. 

.Zealously pursue the paths of righteous- 
ness : for it is a good thing-to be zealously 
affected in a good thing. 

You will do well, if you consider what I 
have said; and the Lord give yodunder^ 
standing mall things. . . ^ 

The above directions were given to J(dm : 
and, while he was perusing them, and ta- 
king a little 4r^reiihmeAt, the minister re- 
tired to the study to direct hia letter 5 which 
was as follows : — 

* 

" Dear Sir, . 

^^I ethbrace this favourable opportu- 
nity of writing a few lines to you by the 
bearer, John Careless, one of the Suiiday- 
JcholarS'in our school. - He is ooming to re* 
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Side in y()ur neighbourhoood, land, I under* 
stand, his master attends on your ministry; 
of coarse, -he will see that John goes with 
Iiim. I shall be greatly obliged to you, if 
YOU will notice him, for I trust he is seek- 
ing the Lord; and he has a great desire to 
be useful in-yourSunday-school,'as a junior 
teacher. Will you be kind enough to give . 
the enclosed recommendation to the super- 
intendent of your school, and when there is 
a vacancy, let him be proposed j for, you 
well know, that the days of our youth, is aii 
important jseason-*-the seeds of piety will 
take deep root in the memory, if it please 
God to water it with the dew oj his bles^* 
sing. Habits are then formed, that give a 
cast to future character. Alas ! how many 
young persons have been ruined, both in 
soul and body, by being placed in families 
where the Sabbath is neglected, or despised, 
by those who are their masters or mis- 
tresses ! . But I he«x ^ \|f^(A %»(^^nscX 5:^ 
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John's mastar, Thomas Meanwell ; that be 
^ regular in his habits, and constant in bis 
attendance on divine worship. — ^I hojfe this 
l¥iU be a blessing to the boy. 

^^ The time of youth 19 important, on 
another consideration. Connections enter- 
ed into at this period, are i^t to be more 
lasting, and, oftentimes, are dissolved only 
by death. Yom^g persons are a source of 
pleamtfy ot paini^ to tho^ who are nearly 
related to them — j^asure, if they serve the 
Lord:; and walk uprightly in' the world; 
and pom, if, on the contrary^ they are npto^ 
rious in wickedness— ?what pangs of sorrow 
pierce the hearts 0i tb6^ afflicted pitrents 
and all their relations i In short, they are 
the honour of disgrace of their families ; 
they are mowing the seeds of their own hap^ 
pinesa or misery ; and rise up to be usisful 
in the church, or injurious to mankind^ ' 

^^ The fear of God is attended with un- 
speakable advantages in y^uth. It preserves 
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frotti ttiany'siaarei and danger, to which the 
thoughtless are exposed y and it makes the 
youth a comfort to bis parents : it rejoices 
the hearts of all iaithful ministers and good' 
people: it fits and prepares the youth to 
Vive res(>ected) and useful to society ; and, 
by a cofitinuance in well doing, will prepare 
him to die happy in the Lord. But, trust- 
ing that you will impress these things on 
liis mind,* I leave luai to your care, and the 
blessing of God— -and remain, with all pos- 
sible respect, 

^^ Your friend and brother, 

'^ in the kingdom and patience 
^^ of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
'^Joseph Scattk«gooi>/* 

The following, is the recommendation 
sent from the superintendent to the other 
school :— 

*' The bearer hereof, Johu CaseU^^^ l\a& 
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been in our school about eight years and a 
half; and he has behaved, during the whole 
time, in a proper manner, and he appears to 
take delight in the schooL I do, there* 
fore, recommend him to you, as one very 
suitable for a junior teacher in your school. 
*^ I remain, 

** Your most obedient servant, 

" Timothy Trueman." 
To Mr, Jonathan HopewelL 

After the letters were sealed, the minis- 
ter came and delivered them to John ; and, 
at the same time, he said to him, — " I have 
a short' catechism, which I have preserved 
for you. It was written by an eminent 
minister in the Established church, the Rev. 
John Storer, M.A. of Stowmarket, in the 
county of Suffolk, sometime in the sixteenth 
century. It is a very choice one, and I 
wish you to write it out in your memorandum 
book, that you may keep it for my sake." 
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Question, — How did God make man ? 

Answer, — Holy and happy. 

CL — How did man make himself ? ' 

A. — Sinful and miserable. 

Q. — Who is the deliverer of man front 
fiin and misery ? 

A. — ^Jesus Christ. 

Q.— Who are those that Christ will save ? 

-^.-^Those that repent of their sins ; 
tliose that believe in him and obej^ him. 

M. — Npw I Wish you, John^ to seareh thi* 
precious book (givijag him la Bible), and 
find proofs to these questions and answers, 
in your leisure hours ; and also to the direc- 
tions I have given you: and may the good 
will of him that dwelt ih the bush go with 
you, and if you behave well, I shall hear of 
it from the minister. 

(John was greatly affected.) 

J. — I know not, sir, how I can make 
you amends for your kindness. 
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! 

M. — I am satisfied already, and shall bej 
more so, if you recdve any benefit from my' 
instructions, to lead you in tlie riglit wuy. : 
Give my cordial regards to Mr. Mc«k, wheoj 
you deliver tKis letter to him. FarewelM 
John. 1 

J. — Thank you, sir. Good evening. ' 

John returned home with a grateful heart, 
to tell his parents. He set oti' the next 
morning with his father to his new situa- 
,ion, wliere we leave him at present, under 
I good master, and a spiritual guide. 
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THIRD DIALOGUE 



BETWEEN 



J . 



The Minister arid John Careless. 



SOME months had elapsed before Mr. 
Scattergood heard any thing about his little 
charge ; and John, in the mean time, had 
been received into the school before al- 
luded to, and proved very^ diligent in his 
business, and attentive in teaching the chil- 
dren. This was confirmed by a letter from 
the Rev. Mr. Meek, to Mr. Scattergood* 

. '^ My Dear Friend and Brother^ 

" I received yours, by John Careless, 
and I do assure you, that he is going oa 
well. I called on his master, and he says. 
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he is every thing he wishes him to be ; very 
dutiful to him and to his mistress, and takes 
to his business very well ; and he is higiily 
approved of by all our teachers in our Sun- 
day-school. God forbid, that we should 
covet your friends from you ; otherwise we 
should be glad to have more such youths 
introduced amon^ us. I am told, that he 
takes his turn in praying with the children, 
and we hope that he will unite with us in 
church-fellowship: for I do think, that 
true religion is the oiie thing needful ; be- 
cause, without it, we haV^ no prospect of 
happiness in thrs life, nor in the world to 
come. . The miseiy miist be great beyond 
description^ to tliose who ne^^lect the great 
salvation. Thus, my dear fnend and bro-^ 
ther, you are conscious, that a jAous youth 
will learn to do T^fl, biecause he is a new 
dreatdrei'; - ks^iluch^ be labours to glorify God 
In a due Iregard lo divine worship ; a faith** 
f\A dSK^etice; ki Hs calling $ ami says. 



DIALOGUES. 39 

^ Here God would have me t6 be : this he 
would have me to do : this is my business by 
his appointment ; and my bulsiness is ho- 
nourable—it is the service of God. De- 
lightful^ also^ is Ihis my employment on 
the Lord's-dayi a thousand blessings at- 
tend me in it. Thus employed, my con- 
science is easy 3 thus employed, I know no 
anxious fears of want; thus employed, 
temptatlbns, which might seduce me in an 
idle hour, are put far from me; thus em- 
ployed,,! could gladly wait on the service 
of my God, till he change, till he remove 
me to a service above.' 

^^ I consider a true Christian to be a 
complete character. He is not like a tree 
which produces fruit upon a branch or two, 
however low his growth, or in whatever his 
situation may be; but he is every where 
fruitful. He lives to the glory of God : -this 
is his plan ; this the aim he' hath in all his 
conduct. His labouc la \.o\ywtt% >Kv^^^^^5^ 
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course of action, every thing he doth, gieat 
or little, into conformity into this one rule. 
Upon this plan he often reviews his coo- 
duct, * Am J acting like the servant and 
subject of the grace of God, my master and 
king? — am I yielding God that hearty and 
willing obedience, which, from the depend'^' 
ance we have upon his power and majesty^ 
his goodness and mercy> his k>ve, pity, pa-^ 
tience, and universal presence with us, is 
most hi^ly his due ? — is my life ordered in 
in all things as God would have it, and in 
a way best suited to promote his honour ? 
Lord, direct my steps, as may best serve 
thine own glory ! O my God and king ! 
regard not my will and my inclinations; but 
if these be in any way contrary to tliy will, 
thwart them, and order all things to me in 
that way which may best promote the glory 
of thy name V 

^^.^ttt I fear, my dear friend, that my 
J/>/)^ letter to you on this subject, may seem 
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to be taking too much upon me. I oagbt 
to come and sit down at your feet, to learo 
from you. But excuse me, I write froiyi 
the feelings of my beart, to encourage you 
to go on, seeing God hath so highly ho- 
noured you, by giving you so many seals to 
your ministry ; . especially ycung people. 
The Hues of the poet describe it more cor- 
rectly than I can do, and therefore I tran- 
scribe them : — 

?f Pelig^hlful task to rear die tender thought ; 
To teach the young idea how to sboot^ 
To pour the fresh instruction o*er the fnind> 
To breathe th' enlivening spirit, aiqd tb fix 
The gen'roos purpose hi the glowing breast." 

Thompson's S&asons. 

But I must conclude, by requesting you to 
present my cordial christian regards %o your 
beloved wife, and every branch of yc^r fa- 
mily* Also to the teachers of the Sunday-- 
school, and all that lo\e o\a Yisos^ ^«»Qfi^ 
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in sincerity ; praying that God may bless all 
your labours of love, in the pulpit, in the 
school, and in your pastoral duties^ -from 
house to house. And believe me, dear 
brother, 

** I remain, 

** Your fellow-labourer in 
" the gospel of Jesus Christ, 

*' James Meek." 

N.B. — I have sent this letter by John 
Careless, whd is coming hoifie to spend a 
few days with his friends ; and no doubt he 
will rejoice to come and inform you of 
God*s goodness to him. 

John carries this letter to Mr. Scatter- 
good, and the following conversation en- 
sued: — 

Mhrnteri-^tlow glad I am to see you, 
John ! I hope you are comfortable in your 
sHoation. Hare you brought me any 
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message from Mr. Meek ? — I hope he is 
well. 

J. — O yes^ sir; I am very happy in my 
mind. I have a kind master and. mistress, 
and they behave very well to me.; and I am 
blest with a minister who has been so very 
condescending to notice me, a poor boy. 
He is a truly pious man. He sent hb chris- 
tian love, and desired me to give you this 
letter. 

M4 — ^Thank you, John; I will take an 
opportunity of reading it. But I will not 
detain you now, because your friends will 
expect you to he with them the first day or 
.two. Shall you stay with us till after the 
3abbath ? 

/. — Yes, sir. I shall return on Tuesday, 
pr Wednesday. 

. M. — ^As I am now preparing fpf the sane* 
tuary, I shall expect you to pay me a visit 
on Monday morning, about ten o'clock. 
Farewell for the i^TesenX* \ ^m "^^^so^syd^K^ 
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isiee yoti lodk so welL I tikbitc ybu «re 
grown a little. 

^."^I h6pe 1 ihaU grbw wiser and better, 
f^tf^fi Your servant) sir. I wish.yiou 
li gck))l HitLf. If God spares me, I will come 
bii M^ndaf !nvoMiiiig& 

.At the time {^pointed, Jolm was at tbe 

minister's hoase. . . / 

* ■ . ■' ■ ■ - . ■ ' > 

M. — Walk in, John. Come intd ttie 
%hidy." I jttust'Ktti^' a* little eonfversaftion 
IVftlr fba. I ^have 1^ %he' l^Ctef| mkL I 
WdeiMMid tKMI ^dttMte ^ w a tocher. 
^ X"*-Ve8,^ir. It Ws.^our kindness tbtt 
Uii bhidgbt ifite t6iHli^aMiBMX^yerewu}jk 
to be very thankful to all my friends feritt 
c :'iir;^tf'1b^Gt!)d you. Not 

unto us ; but to his name be-iill tbe gloi^i 
I' K$bt^' i6^lR!fr,'«rtt "ym approve of Mr. 
ilif«k'^% MtMeifit iSb^JpiSkk h^ to be-a 
fi^Mfbi' rN§n, ^axA 4iadiBie 4ti h^m. It is a 
0ef^^ lltmt yam are fliixied inAtor hiaoare* 
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He longs for your beiag truly devoted to 
God^ by uniting in chuvch-fellowship* — 
Htive you tbpught about it, John^ your- 
self? 

J.-r-I hope I shall, when I am better, aod 
more qualified, than I am at present. I 
long to do it ; but I fear, lest I should bring 
a reproach on the cause, if I should back- 
slide or turn back from the good ways of 
God. 

M. — I am pleased to hear that you are 
so diiBdent of yourself, and so fearful of 
bringing a reproach on God's holy naniie. 
** Happy is he that feareth alwayi :*' so says 
the wise man. 

J. — ^Then, sir, do you think I may pro- 
pose myself to the church ? 

M. — Certainly I dp. If you hate sin, and 
love Cbrist, and desure to gJori^ God, it is 
your duty to do so ; and I am persuaded, 
that it will be your privilege, for Jesus says^ 
*^ If ye laoe me, keep $ny commatidmettts^'* 



J. — And is this a com man time tit, sir, to 
go to tlie Lord's-table ? \ 

M.^Surely it is. Jesus said, " This do' j 
in remembrance of me." And tlie apostlr | 
says, " As often as ye eat this bread, anti^' 
drink this cup, ye do shew forth the Lord's 
dealh till he come." ' 

J. — Thank you, sir, for the encourage-' 
raeiit you have given me : for I do think a 
Chrisliaii indeed, is the best man in tlie i 
world. { 

M. — And this is Mr. Meelt's opinion, i I 
will read you his own words (He reads tiiat 
part which refers to the iruits of a Cliris- 
tian). And I do sincerely pray, that you 
may be a humble shrub, in our heavenly 
father's plantation, and bear fruit to the 
praise and glory of God. 

J. — Pray for me, dear sir, that I may be ■ 
a miracle of grace ; for ^ do believe, that I 
am a brand plucked from the fire. And, I 
'trust, I am grateful to God for bringing me 
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enable you to adorn the doctrines of God 
our Saviout* in all things, that you ma^ be 
a blessing to this church, and that your 
walk and conversation may be as becomes 
the gospel of Christ." • 

Thien the minister gave out the. fallowing 
hymn: — / 



** Blest be the dMtur uniting love 
That will not let us part : 

Our bodies may ^r off remore^ " 
We still are )oin'd inlieart. 

Join*d in one s|)irit to our head. 
Where h$ appoints ytt go ; 

And^ill in Jesus* footsteps tread, 
An4 do hiB work below. 

O let us ever walk in him. 
And nothing know beside ! 

-Nothing desire, nor ought esteem^ 
Bat Jesus crucified. 

Gioser and closer let us cleave 
. . To his belov'd embrace : 
Out of his fullness ^WV itt€c<(^^ 
Artd plenteoua gtuctio\ ^tw.^% 



i 



Bui Tel US hulen 10 the diy . 

Which shall oui flesh reslort ; 
Whtn vanquish'd denlh shall shtint away, • Z 



Tlie minister concluded with a solemn ' 
irayer, tiumhly imploring the bleBNing of 
jod on the whole church, atid, especially, 
>n this youth, that, in Iiis future Hie, he 
night prove a. blessing to the church, and 
n ornament of the Christian religion. 

The account of this interesting transac- 
ion, was sent to his former minister; and 
e received it as good news from a far 
ountry, while he thanked God, and toolc 
ourage. 

May every Sun day- scholar throughout 
lie world, learn the way to heaven : copy 
fter the holy examples of the saints of old, 
id learn to be wise while they are young 
j'ears; and yield themselves up to God, 
be governed by his laws ■, gtt\Aei Vi-j Vss> 
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under your ministry, and for the good ad- 
vice I received from my teachers; and I 
hope I shall never forget your kindness. 
Have you any message to our dear minister, 
Mn Meek? 

M. — ^Tell him, I am much obliged by the 
letter he wrote by you, and also for his 
kindness to you ; and if you should join the , 
church, I shall expect to hear of it from 
him, that it may be w ^ncourageqient to 
some other young friends. May the bles- 
»ng of Grod abide with you. 

After John had dried up his tears, he said 
^^ God Almighty bless you, and all your fa- 
mily, and your flock, and all the Sunday- 

scholarsi and all the teachers !" 

' « . . -. 

In about three months after John re- 
turned home, he !i^ proposed to the churchj| 
and two of the menibers were deputed to 
wait upon him, to enquire into tl|e dtetje o€ 

b2 



lis niiad, and his views in desiring to join* 
he churcli. 

The time appointed for the chureh-meet- ' 
ng anived; and after solemn prayer, John' 
vas desired to withdraw into the vestry.' 
vfr. Meek addressed lliem, and enquired 
:oncerning Iiis moral character, by saying, 
' Arc you satisfied concerning tlie moral 
liaracter of John Careless ?— ^if you are, sig- 
lify it by holding up your hands." Tliis 
leing done, unanimously, he put another 
juestion, saying, " Are you willing to re- 
:eive him as a member of this communion ? 
—express it in the usual way." They did 
lo, unanimously. 

John was desired to come In ; when the 
nintster said, " My dear young friend, by 
;he authority of this church, and in the 
lame of the Lord Jesus, I gh-e unto you the 
•ight hand of fellowship. May the Holy 
'pirit seal instruction on your mind, and 
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Holy Spirit here, in thi^ life, which will be 
their support and comfort in old age ; and 
then they may expect that God will be the 
strength of their hearts, and their portion 
for ever: and may God, of his infinite 
mercy, bless these few hints to every read- 
er, that, after the night of death is over, 
they may enjoy a never ending day of tran- 
quility and bliss, '^ in his presence where 
there is fullness of joy, and at his right 
hand where there are pleasures for ever- 
more." 



END OF PART FIRST. 
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A DULOGUE 

- Miss Neville f and Fanny Roe^ 

WHO HAD BBKN 

B]>lJ[OATliD' IN A SUNPAY-SCHOOL. 






IN the pleasant month of May^' ^hen 
the flowers adorn the fields^ and* the lambs 
«i)e4>ortiibg by the 'Aide 'of their dams^ and 
ihe fields appear in the greatest beauty. Miss 
Neville. paid a visit to a friend in the codn- 
tryj who lived a short distance from the 
sea. While /she' was there^ with Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard, she was highly delighted 
with, the deceht behavioinr of the children 
ia the; ndighbourhobd; and she 'often re- 
marked to her friends, ^hat a great change 
had tidUlnpLscesince- she knew the village. 

i 



sure the good manners of the cot 
Iren. Pray, syr^ gaa you infon 
you account for it ? I assure 
not so in every place. 
^ward.*M yeS) nUi'att, it b Btt 
ted for— we have a host of pious 
, and women, wlio liave been in 
^ in tdu^IiMog thm dMkbote id i 

.^— Butliow can they fiiid tiaie 
in v^ doingf tiiey must rngkid 
in ^kig to aplace of worsldp. 
— QiBte tfae remie.. They <ar« 
vk ithdr oifnpoit^ and hmg the! 
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tibidk io-rt)or9(»w afternipoiii'wiU be auitable. 
I i^m $end t^ Fauoy Roe^ I hear she is 
nboat to ha^ve tbe qeUoot 
JNr-Why 4^s iM leftve it ? 

. JEi^Be^v^ b^r piaeeiiti$ hinre a lai^e 
fnpX^th jbM tbey wiisb to g«t her into a good 
sitUAtion, wher4 she ma/ be engird, either 
as a nursery maid to talce €sue of cjbildreD, 
or afty other that tn^ QflPer* 

. y.-r-Wdlt W, how fortUlMtte it is ; I was 
desired to enquire about a. y^ung girl from 
thfr tjowrtry, for gwd'rtfVfints wre very 

setuBdi abpol towo^ / 

JFT. — I hope she.ivSt suit y^u; it is an' 
houeaf fattiily/ 

N.— 4 tor all anxiefy 'no% till I tee her ; 
and all am not ^ngi^^ to-ifiorrow aftcr- 
nKkm^ at halfrpast thr?Q o'clock I will hold 
my^if fn r^adtHeM, 

* ■ • , • r 

On the following day, Mn Howard sent 
his servant to the cottage^to t^o^^^^-vic^^ 
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Roe to come at the time appointed. Wlyen 
she came, Mr. Howard took her into his' 
grotto^ in the garden, where Miss Neville 
was waiting to receive her. He said to his 
friend, this is the little maid I was iqpeidc- 
ing about. She made her coyixtesj, and Mr« 
Howard retired ; when the following con- - 
versation took place :-— 

Neville.— Come in, my little girl, and sit 
down ; I want to hav0 a little talk with you. 
How old are you ? . 

JPanny.-^I think I was, thirteen last birth 
day ; but my mother knows exactly, for it 
is set down ii^ our Bible. 

N. — That is not very material. But I 
want to know whether you are-seeking> the 
good way, which all good people walk m/ 
I hear you have been in the Sundaynschool. - 

F, — Yes, ma'am; and I hope I shall be 
thankful for it while I live ; for my teachers 
have taken great pains with me-^-they have 
been very kind to me* 
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. jyTr-rvThea I hope you vHI be dutiful to 
yQW'IweqtfKy nod obliging to every body ; 
i^ Ptir ehuf^ct^XM itre dittingifisbed by our 
owf^uflt m 4io TcI^oDs of life. It ia not 
IP «)^qb jiHiat we ftre at cburoh, as what we 
ajsf jn piyr pivp house? : bere th^ power of 
x^^PHf priociples is to be di^played^ and 

t^ ^rwt9 ^righteousness aFe to be brgught 
far*. . . 

. t'.nr^^ Joy^ my parents d^ly. But I 
expect I must go out sopq^ 9s p)y father 
i^ppl able to provide for U3 aU ajt home: 
I fiQpie^ whf^Q I do ^Q ottjt, thfit I ipay have 
a gopi mstcess^ on^ whp fear^ God- 

N.— That is very rij^l^ Fappy; and I 
wW Aq a)} I e^p/pryoii, .^ g^tvyou spch a 

sitoatiop* Sbpi^ld yo^ bf willing to go ^ 

Ipqg )PHrpeyi *|id live at a di3t^ce frpm 
your friends ? 
fj^y^^ m9^9pp U they behave kind to 

me. 

.... . / 
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speak so decided : and I un more and more 
convinced, that, where a principle of pfety 
is fixed in the mind — where the motives 
are drawn from the glory of God^ the im- 
portance of reUgion, and our obligations to 
advance the salvation of others are felt. The 
advantages of teaching the rising genera^ 
tion, will he acknowledged by all ranks 'of 
society, from the palace to the cottage. 
Pray, Fanny, have you been taught neetfie- 
work in any other school ? 

P.— O yes, ma'am. Through the kind- 
ness of good Mr.' Howard, I have been to 
the Free-school for four years : and I have 
oft^n made things for the ladies. 

JV.— -Very well ; I like that so much the 
more. Do you think you could get ready 
to go with me, in a few weeks time, if I 
should succeed ? 

F. — If my father and mother pleases^ I 
will. I shall leave it with them. 

JV.™Well then, I will write to my fiieods 



DIALOGUKS. (il 

about you ; 'and now I wish you good after- 
noon. Come again nest Monday, about 
the time you came to day^ and let me know 
* what your friends say concerning it. 

IWiny made her courtesy, and went home 
pleased with her visit, for the lady had given 
her some money to buy her some clothes. 
Her parents weire highly pleased, and was 
very agreeable for her to gb. 

On Monday she came again. Miss 
Neville 'had received a letter from her 
friends^ and all appearlKl'in her favour. 

■ ■ ... « 

N. — So you are punctual to "your time ; 
and I am happy to say, that you are to go 
with me, • and Mr« Howard is so obliging, 
as to promise to pay your coach fare to 
town; and I hope it will, be a good intro- 
' duction ta you for your future prosperity, if 
you are prudent and steady. 
JR— -I hope God nfiWY ^vn^ ' \sNfc ^g^R.^ \s^ 



honour him, and to walk uprightly 
ought to do; and if I have God's blessio) 
it will be well. 

A". — Very trae, Faony. There are tiH 
sources from whence all outward meraOj 
flow — the providence of God, and the pro; 
niue of God. The one I call the aetAfl 
spring ; from which every creature receive 
its preservation and continuance. If yW 
look into your Bible, you will fiod it i» 
Psatm cslv. 16, " He openeth his hand, and 
satisfieth the desares of every tivins tbipg.'* 
The other is as the tipper springy fi^fft 
which, after a peculiar manner, the good- 
ness and bounty of God is conveyed to be- 
lievers. — "Godliness hath the promise «| 
the life that now is, and that which >0 t» 
come." 1 Tim. iv. 8. 

F. — I humbly desij-e, with Mp^» *fl 
choose the good part, which will oot iff, 
taken from me. 

jV. — Then you will be happy in^epd. 
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I hope God has put tliis desire in your 
heui— he will fullfil his own promises. 
For. the present^ I will bid you forewell. 
I shall expect you, at the time appointed, to 
come here, as the coach passes by the door. 
F^ — Thank you Idndly } I will be here 
if Grod spares me. . 

When, the ipoming arrived, it was an af- 
fecting sight to behold the tears . flowing 
down the mother's cheeks, and the kindness 
of her daughter, clinging aroun.d .her dear 
mother's neck; and when the father had 
prayed for her protection, he embraced her, 
and said, ^^ Fanny I God bless you, and keep 
you 1 Let us hear from you soon ; but I 
will go with you, and see jpou on the coach.**. 

We will leave them to their journey, and 
' notice b^r reception there, by the following 
letters. 

In a short time after Miss Neville arrived 
at hcone, she wrote, as follows :— « 
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<^ Mt very Dear Friends, . ! 
^^ Agreeably to my promise, I ^mbnc^ 
the earliest opportunity of writing to youi 
After a pleasant joamey I arrived safe>. Jlad 
found all my friends, through God's mcaq^^ 
in good hedtfa. My mother had been 
'poorly, for some weeks. . Her oopipUbts 
are those of a nervous kind, great debility, 
9lad lowness.of spirits $ but she i& ooit'my 
cheerful, and welcomed me home; Aoiigtt 
my (ister, sh^ said, bad beftn very kind ioft 
deed, in paymg her every Attention; jmt shn 
missed me very much in the ihne of bet afr 
fliction, and would have lient fot me> if tb« 
illness had not taken a favourable turn*; 
She begs me to present her. kind r^garda t» 
you and Mrs. Howardt and my sister upitet 
with her and me, in the same. Your khid- 
ness tp me, is deeply graven on. niy nm^ 
moiy, and) I trust, will not be erased wbilft 
jnecidlectioa holds a seat In m^ mind. The 
pleasing conrersatioQ we YiaA Xogcfl^ex, wAi 
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die good idvice you give mie^wiU -always 
enriffiv foML to me. .- My.inotber wishes me 
to iayi'thatshft diali be very Kappy to see 
fm: tot m few ' weeks, some time this sum- 
bar; and 'I assiure you, I atnticipate the 
pleasure of seeing you at our house. 

^^ But I must infonnyou of Fanny Roe. ' 
She is nonw pia60d in « most dgteeable fa- 
liiily XI ^^f My they are the excellent of 
the earth), the Rev. John Wilson's. His 
Mf, Mts. Wilsoti, is la imist' agreeable lady. 
She liaatwo cUMreny a btiy abbfif four yeai^ 
iM, said« girl rix)nt fwo ydurs. '* The whole 
4fi£aiiiqf?s ■ \)Wiineas»- ^thwrfore,' n to take 
joart of tbeib | «bA as tU^y faswe lEth excellent 
^aelefly abe is freqneiitl^'ivtiHmg with them 
there— «she seems bappgf Iti her: vitm^on'^ 
and they are well satisfied with her. She 
has the liberty of going -to ^liurch, once' on 
4fett'Sabbadiy md they jkavefainily 'piiayers, 
'flight aad morning; sDjT I tifust, she is ia [ 
jgiMtA hands. 1 will thank "jauV '^^^^^ ^^^^ 



them how she likes her situi 
I must conclude by repeatin 
dial regards to you and Mn 
believe'^mey 

^^ I am, very siocefd] 
> ^* Your obliged i 

*fMAl 

Mr. Howard was highly 
Miss Neville's lettei^ and toe 
portnnity of informing Fani 
mother of ber good success, 
their spirits, and they thouj 
moYisd slowly till thiey receiv 

inif Iftttpr fmtn l-l»«J*» -%l»Ji J . 
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to Mr. Howard^ I thought I would see how 
I liked^ and whether I should suit the place^ 
then I could say more about it. As to Miss 
Neville, she behaved so wdl to me on my 
journey, that I could do any thing for her. 
That night I slept at her mother's, with 
their maidservant, and next morning we 
came to Mr. Wilson's. She gave them the 
letter from Mr. Howard respecting me. 
Then Mrs. Wilson a9ked, ^ Whether I should 
like to take care of two children P' I told 
her * I should.' She asked me, * What wages 
I should expect ?' I said, ^ I would leave it 
with her.' She said, < Then I will give you 
six pfounds 'a-year, for the first year; and 
if you suit m<e, and -are fond of children, I 
will give you more the next year ; and I 
will give you their ' cast off clothes, which 
you may send hothe to your little brothers 
and sisters.' ^ So (I said) I am well satisfied.' 
" I am very happy in my station. They are 
very kind to me, and the cluldrea are vet^ 

G 
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engaging; I am fond of tliem, and so they 
are of me. 1 cannot tell you how happy I 
am. There is another servant. She is a se- 
rious woman, and encourages me very much. 
Oh ! my dear parents, what a good God 
to provide such a pltice for your poor child ! 
If God spares me, I hope I shall prove my 
love to you, and all my brothers and sisto's. 
J have sent a small parcel of clothes for 
them, and a little tea for my mother. Be 
sure let all my brothers and sisters go to 
the Sunday-school; for I may say, there the 
Lord met with me ; and I must say, I wish 
every Sunday-scholar may be as fortunate 
as me. When you see any of the teachers, 
remember me to them. Give my duty to 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard, And may God's 
blessing attend you, my dear parents, and 
all my brothers and sisters, is the humble 
prayer of 

" Your affectionate daughter, 

" Fasny Rob." 
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A DULOGUE 

I 
BBTWIBlt 

Mr.'^Wikon and Fanny Roe. 

THE letter, Fanny sent to her parents^ 
Was received by them with lively emotions 
of joy, and shewn to all her young friends^ 
especially to the teachers of the Sunday*^ 
school — they all requested her father to re- 
BQiember them to her, when he had an 
opportunity of sending ; and Mr. Howard 
informed them that he intended to pay a 
visit to Mrs. Neville, in the autumn, and 
offeted to take any small parcel they might 
wish to convey. 

In the mean time (we must now relate 
what progress Fanny made in her new situ--> 
ation), after she had been there three 
montlis, Mr. Wilson observed, that she 
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was diligent and attentive to the children^ 
and very seriously disposed, in family devo- 
tion, and also in the house of God. tic*, 
was liiglily delighted, and often remarke^ 
to his beloved wife, " It is my intention M 
talk to her about religion. If you will in*j 
form mc, my dear, wlien you can spare h«. 
best, 1 will devote an hour or two for tludj 
purjiose." "Yes, my dear, I wish you would] 
and I think the evening will suit best, after 
our dear children are gone to bed : and I 
will desire her fellow-servant to attend to 
the nursery, and listen, to see if the children 
are quiet — therefore I propose Monday 
evening, before family prayer, from eight 
to nine o'clock." " Very well, my dear, 
then it is fixed so — for next Monday even- 
ing." 

Mrs. Wilson informed Fanny, and she 
was ready to obey. MHien she came in, 
Mr. VV, addressed her in the following 
manner : — 
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PVtUon. — Sit doWD> Fanny. I have oIh 
served you affected v during, ^vine service. 
Cao you remember the^texts yesterday ? ' 

Fanny, — Yes^ sir; but sometimes better 
Uum othersk I generally ttike my Bible with 
me, and I put a small piece of pi^et in it^ 
lest I should forget* 

fT. — ^y-ery proper, indeed* Let me see 
whether you are right in your recollection* 
Where was the text^ in the morning ? 
. JP.— In Psaln^ xix. 14> ^^ Of satirfy va 
early with thy mercy , tliat we may rgoke 
md be glad (M wr days*!* 

>r.— Th^t is right* Can you think erf 
the leading ideas ? 

R — ^Yesy sir. You informed u^ that the 
experience of God'3 mereyi is the source of 
solid satisfaction. 

^.— And, do you desire that mercy for 
yourself^ Fanny ?--do you pray to God for 
M 

JF,—. I hope I do, sir (weeping): for I 

G 2 




y . — now long have you been seek! 
; mercy ? 

\ — I cannot say to a day^ or a m 
it is two or three years since^ I 

^. — Go on ; and tell me, whethc 
t any other remarks on the sermon 
. — Yes, sir. You observed, that i 
cy was treasured up in Christ Je. 
he is the mercy of all mercies. 
^. — ^Very good. IVoeeed if you 
ly. What else did I say ? 
— You told us, sir, that it is C 
y aloKie^ that secures all our spii 
inpTSi and crives us nn inf^..^*"*- -- 
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can alBbrd true and lasting enjoyment, whe- 
ther pleasures^ riches, or companions— aS 
will be vanity and vexation qf^pirU. 

W. — And do you think so ? 

JP.— Yes, sir, I do indeed; and I find it 
good to draw near to God.*— I believe what 
you said, that an early acquaintance with 
God's mercy, makes every situation a bles- 
sing to us : it sanctifies our enjoyments ; it 
is a guard against dangers ; a support under 
affliction } and prepares for death and eter- 
nity. 

W.-^I am much pleased with your an- 
6wers» — Ptay did you write it down, that 
you remember it so well ? 

F. — Yes, sii^ I did ; for I bought me a 
copybook, and I improve myself in writing, 
when the dear children are gone to sleep. 
I hope you, and my mistress^ will not be 
angry at me for this. 

fV. — Far from it. I am pleased that you 
improve your time so well 5 and I will fur- 



low, and call the servants in. At 
>ther time, I wish to have some i 
onversation with you, and I hope 
j^od's blessing, you will enjoy wht 
lave repeated. 

F. — ^Thank you, sir, I hope I nhai 
hen I shall be happy indeed. 



SECOND DULOGUE 
Mr, Wilson emd Fanny Roe, jfc. 



AT length, the time arrived, when Mr. 
Howard and hU lady p^d their visit to Mrs. 
Neville and her daughters ; «nd he was so 
obliging, as to take a letter from Fanny's 
father, to Fanny. We shall insert it, to 
shew the true meaning of natural affection, 
even among the lower orders of society. 

** My Dbarbst Child, 

" We were much pleaded to hear from 
you ; and it gives us great joy, that oui 
merciful God has Appeared for you, and 
placed you in such a blessed family. ' God 
blest them for their kindness to yon ! l( i,*; 
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were not so far, I should like to jiear yo«r 
master preach ; but there, perhaps, he may 
come down into the country, and then I 
shall hear him. We often talk of you; 
and your dear mother weeps over your let- 
ter, and says, ^ What would I give to see 
my Fanny again/ I tell her, we shall, 
sometime, if it ptease God. Do, my dear 
Fanny, b« very obliging and diligent, in 
obeying youjr mastcnr and mistress, and Grod 
will give you bis blessing. Remember how 
Ruth was noticed, because of her piety and 
affectbn to her mother-in-rlaw. Don't for- 
get Mary*s;choice, the gtWfd part^ which our 
Saviour said should never' b^ taken from 
her. Be sure and take care what company 
you keep; for I lear many young people 
corrupt one another. Pray to Grod, that he 
would bless you, and give you grace to pre- 
serve you from the snares to which youth 
are exposed. Your teachers often ask after 
you 3 and Miss Newman has sent you It 



DIALOGUES* 77 

choice little book, which she wishes you to 
keep for her sake, entitled, Mmnoir9<^Mr9. 
NmoelL And now, my dear child, I once 
ni<»re commend you to God's blessing. Your 
xsolher joins with me, in tender love and 
afiection to you, and believe me, • 
^' I remain, 

" Your loving father, 

« Roe/' 

Miss NevlUe took tbia letter and parcel 
to Mr« Wilson's, and asked to speak to her; 

Na?tUe»— Now, Fanny, I am come with 
good tidings to you — my friends, Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard, are. come; and your father 
has sent you this letteii. They are all very 
well. 

JPonny.— Thank you, ma'w. I hope Mr. 
and Mrs. H. are well. I can never foiget 
their kindness to me. 

N.— I assure you^ they rejoice, that you 



■■■ 
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are going"on so welL Most likely you wil 
see them soon. 

F. — How glad I should be to see them 
N. — I will not detain you now i becausi 
I know your little charge requires your at- 
tendance. Good mdtning. 
F^nny courtesied, and retired. 

Mr. Wilson pursued the same method^ or 
Monday evenings^ for some time^ and found 
Fanny's mind greatly improved. At last^ h( 
thought it his duty to encourage her to par 
take of the liOifd's*supper ; and he began 
by saying — 

W^&ow.— -Have you ever thought about 
the command 6i our Sltviour^ to commemo- 
rate his dying love ? 

F. — Ye^, siXy ' I have. But I [fear that ] 
am not worthy .of this' privilege : but I an 
ready to hear your opinion^ sir. 

iPF.— r And I very cheerfully recommenc 
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ftou to attend to the apostle's advice^ '^ liet 
,a man examine himself; and so let him eat 
. AF that bread and drink of that cup." 

F. — How am I to examine myself? 

W. — ^The first part of self-examination, 
should be in regard to your faith — whether 
you believe in Christ Jesus as the only Savi* 
our — for ^^ without faith it is impossible to 
please God.'' 

F, — Yes, sir; I humbly rely on Christ 
Jesus to save me : I trust I can say, ^^ Lord, 
I believe ; help thou my unbelief/' 

W, — Is your faith practical. Does it pro- 
duce love to God and his ordinances, and 
attachment to his people ? 

F. — I hope it does ; and I long to love 
him more and more ; and God's people I 
love dearly, for his sake. But, sir, is there 
any thing more that we ought to examine 
ourselves in ? 

jr.— Yes.. We should examine our- 

H 
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seKes, whether we repent of our sins, 
are in lave and charily ivilh all men. 

I admire that prayer and confessk 
llie Communion service of our EstabI 
churth; namely—" We do not presuir 
come to tliis thy table, O merciful L 
trusting in our own rigliteousnesR, but ij 
maiiitold and great iiiereies. We are 
worthy, so miicli as to gather up tbe cru 
under !hy ti"b!i;; but ibou i!it the t 
LoriJ, wliose properly is alwa^-s to 
mere;'. Grant us, therefoic, grucious L 
so to t'ut the- flesh of thy titar Son, J 
Clivist, and to diink iiis blooi', that our 
fill bo!i;e'^ niny be niade tieaii hy his b 
atjd Dur souls w.).s!it:d tlirougii hi^ most 
cious blood; and tlist we may eveic 
JiJweii in hijii, and iie in us." Amen. 

r. — That is the fianie I desire to c 
in. — Is if.iiy t!iji;g muic required? 

}V.—\W s'jould uiio exuiiiine cur ecu 



tiettion, whetlier it is as b«coiiieUi the . goi 
pel_wh^ther we adorn the doctrine of GiKt 
^idm Savioury iA all things. . 
' P.-^All this I desire to be, and to do.-r 
<)ati you inform me, sir, of any^thing else? 

fF.— Yes. We should try ourselves, 9^ 
to our knowledge of the design of this ordl*- 
nance, which is to exhibit a crucified Savi- 
cur to the world. For *' a^ often as we eat 
this bread, and drink this cup, we do shew 
forth the Lord's death till he come." Ano- 
ther thing is to commemorate . his dying 
tove. Thus you see, Fanny, oi?r examina* 
iion should be sincercy impartial, and con* 
stanU 

F. — I am much obliged to you, sir, for 
the pains you have taken with me. I will 
treasure it up in my mind; and I hope I 
shall be admitted. 

»^.— That you shall, if God permits me 
to enjny that m6rcy. I wish you to have 
some conversation with your friend^ Miss 
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Neville. I will send for her some day, taf 
that purpose. And I do hope, that Go^J 
has taught you the need of a Saviour, anj 
enabled you to renounce the world, to deny ' 
yourself^ iind to follow Christ Jesus; there- 
fore I slmll admit you to the table; and 
ni;iy God Almighty bless you there amon^ 
his children. Now, Fanny, ring the bell 
for family prayer. 

Soon after this conversation had taken 
place, Mr. W, sent for Miss Neville, and 
informed her, she wept for joy. 

Mr. Wilson further observed, " As I am 
going out this morning, to visit the sick, I 
think it is a favourable opportunity to call 
Fannv into my study,". 

Fanny came in, and Miss Neville began, 
by saying — 

Neville.— WeW, Fanny, I suppose you 
was pleased to hear from your friends ? 
J^annif. — Yes, ma'am. I am greatly de- 
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lightedi toOj with my good master. He hap 
encouraged me to go to the sacrament. 
Do yoa think I ought, ma'am ? 

N, — By all means ; and I hope with a 
truly penitent and obedient heart. For the 
sacrifices of God are a broken and contrite 
', heart — these he will not despise. 

J^. — *^ What shall I render to the Lord, for 
all his benefits towards me? — ^I will take the 
cup of salvation, and call upon the name of 
the Lord." (she weeps) Pray f(5r me, Miss, 
that 1 may continue faithful to God all my 
days. 

N. — I trust I do. Keep still humble and 
dependant on Jesus, and he will teach ,you 
by His blessed Spirit I have brought you a » 
present from Mr. Howard, a choice little 
book, Mrs. Rowers Devout Exercises of the 
Heart. I hope you will be greatly prpfited 
by it. Good morning. 

Fanny was melted dwm ^VSw "^^^issi^- 

H-2 ' ■ ^ 
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Mr. Howard and Fannjf Roe, S^c. 

THE amiable friends of \ioot Fanny^ 
Mr. and Mts. Howard, with Miss Neville, 
made a morning call at the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
son's, for the purpose of enquiring after the 
weliare of the Sunday-scholar. After the 
usual introduction, Mr. Howard addressed 
Mr. Wilson, thus :— 

Howard. — I have taken the liberty of 
calling on you, sir, to enquire about Fanny 
Roe. She is one who was brought up is 
our neighbourhood ; and I ieel anxious that 
she may conduct herself in a becoming 
manner. ' 

Wilson. — Although I never had the plea- 
sure of seeing you before, I luveckfi.«'CklMwc^ 
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of yuu by Miss Seville, and others. I sup- 
pose you are a descendant of the great and 
good Howard, the philanthropist, who visit- 
ed our |irisoiis, and did all lie could to alle- 
viate tlie miseries of mankind. 

H. — Sir, ( am much obliged to you, for 
your goinl iipinion of my family. I confess 
T ;im ii distant relation to thnl distinguished 
patriot. But, alas ! I bear his name only. 
I am not worthy even of this, when I con- 
sider how far short I come, when compared 
to his laudable undertaking. Nevertheless 
I desire to he useful. 

IV. — This the Lord has given you. Your 
attaciiment to the poor cottagers' children, 
by sending them to a Sunday-school, and 
subscribing liberally for its support, does 
you honour as a gentleman, and gives you 
comfort as a Christian. Fanny, my nursery- 
maid, is an ornament to religion; and I 
can with pleasure inform you, and your good 
y'"^j^. Ifiat she is a decided C\\t\i\\a\\. She 
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\irto at sacrament with us^ the last time I 
ddministered it. 

H.—l rejoice to hear it, my good sir ; 
and also that she is under your care. 

V W. — We consider it a mutual blessing. 
'I believe she is very conscientious, humble, 
and diligent in her duty. I will order heir 
in ; and while you are talking with her, Mrs. 
Wilson and the ladies will take a walk in 
the garden. 

Fanny came in, when Mr. H. spoke to 
"her, as follows : — 

Howard. — Well, Fanny, how do you do ? 
Your friends all unite in their best love to 
you, I am pleased to see you look so well. 
I think you are grown amazingly. I hope 
you are now comfortable and happy. 

Faimy. — Yes, sir, I am indeed. And 
how can I be any other; for I have a good 
master and mistress, and a good fellow-set- 
vant; I have every thing necessaqf for fpod 
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and riiirneDt ; and, above all, I have « 
good tJoilj who hears my prayers, and btesj. 
ses my soul — my cup runs over, 1 onl^ 
wi^li thnt my parents ivcre Dear to me, thei)' 
1 could see them often. ' 

//. — Well, Fanny, if this is all you waa^ 
you have reason to be grateful ; for yodf 
master says, he hitends to give you a week's 
leisure time, when the little one can walk ; 
then you can come down and see all your 
old friends. 

r.— Does he, sir! Then 1 will wait 
contentedly till the time. I am much obli- 
ged to you, sir, for your kind present ; and 
also to all my friends. Wy master has given 
me a writing book that I may write out the 
texts, to preserve them in my miud ; and 
these things lead me to my Bible, and there 
1 iind comfort. 

II.— I am glad to hear you say, that you 
prize your Bible ; for this blessed book is 
every nay o( inestimable beneJit to the sin- 
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cere soul that follows its directions. — It 
guides into all truth, guards against every 
error, points to every duty, and leads to 
every privilege. — Here believers are sup- 
plied, when all other sources fail them : we 
are directed where to find support in trou- 
ble; safety in the midst of danger; light 
in darkness ; and life in death. But I 
should remember, that I am in a minister's 
house, who is better able to explain the 
Scriptures than I am. 

Mr. Wilson came in, and heard the last 
$!entenct% who said, ** Go on, sir, I beseech 
you.'* 

Mr. I J. continued, " With your leave, 
sir, I will say to Fanny, that ' I find God's 
word answers all gracious purposes. — It 
feeds, quickens, and strengthens ; it enlight- 
ens, purifies, and comforts the soiil : it is a full 
and never falling fountaih of consolation, 
peace, and joy, to real believers.' Here, 
Tnuiiy {h'jldin<ja uea^ pocket Bv\s>Vft.VciVs&x\^ 
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this FrayerDooK as iici \ti%=oK,u%>f «m.«. 
bless you, my child, when you perui 
Then turning to Mr. Wilson, he 
thank you kindly for your good w: 
country girl. And if you ever c 
our neighbourhood, we shall be 
see you, and your good lady, and li 
bring alsQ your nursemaid with 
have a house large enough to 1: 
and I hope God has given us he 
it, for his sake alone/' Mr. W 
plied, " You are very obliging ir 
I ever should come, I shall cheei 
up my abode with you. Peace be ' 
holding out his hand to Mr. How 
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grottnd.; and we may expect, the light of 
.God^s Cmnour fo shine upon oar path* 

How true the saying of Solomon. proves^ 
^ In all thy ways ackhowledge him, and he 
ihali direct thy paths J' 

After Mt. Howard returned home, .the 
defgyman' of a neighbouring parish, paid 
bim a visit to enquire Iiow he did after hb 
journey ; and also to inform him^ tliat he 
was looking out for an evangelical clergy- 
man, to preach the annual sermon for thie 
Sunday-school. ** For," he observes, ^ we 
have a large school, and lire very much in 
arrears ; and we hope we shall have u good 
collection.*' 

Howard. — My good sir, I think I can 
direct you to a very suitable minister. His 
name is the Rev. John Wilson, tector of 
■ ■ - , near London. He is highly esteem- 
ed in his own neighbourhood,, and popular 
in his preaching talents ; if yoii please to 
invite luro^ I will take hiax and his faknily 



to my house. As it is near the sea, he can 
make nn excursion for h!a Iiealth, and preach 
your sermon for the good of your school. 
I have been at his liousc, and 1 like liim 
mucli. Did you know Fanny Roe, one of 
our poor neighbour's children, who lives on 
the green ? She is now servant in his fa- 
mily. The young lady whom you >av at 
your churcli, Miss Neville, introduced me 
to liim ; and, I assure you, that you will all 
be benefitted by him, if we can liave him. 

The Rev. Mr. King (for that is his 
name), replies to Mr. Howard—" I am 
highly pleased to think I mentioned this 
circumstance to you. Will you be so obli- 
ging, as to write to him, that he may have 
time to arrange his plans? I suppose he 
goes out sometimes." 

H. — With great pleasure I will do my 
endeavour to bring him. Have you fixed 
the day of the month ? 

Kitig. — Yes, sir, we have proposed Whit- 
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JiDadsy, in the afternoon. It happens this 
year, about the middle of Majr ; and it ia 
^'suitable day for the country people in ge- 
neral. I will leave it with you. Good 
morning, sir. 

H. — I wish you the same. Please to 
present our regards to your good lady. 

Mr. Howard took an early o|)portunity pf 
writing to the Rev. Mr. WilsoDf as fol- 
lows : — 

"* RevbrbnA Sib, 

" With gceat pleasure I embrace this 
opportunity of writing to you. We arrived 
safe at home ; and Mrs. Howard is all the 
better for her journey. Asthis ia the case 
with many other persons, a change is Vkse- 
ful ! I hope you will think so too. I now 
remind you of the conversatTon w« had at 
yonr house. .Providence has opened & door ; 
md I hope'yoa will do ti* \\« Wi^ifA «S. v^i- 
:i 



1- 



church, for the benefit of his Suoda) 
on Whitsunday, in the afternoon, 
refuse us, good sir ; for we who li^ 
country, Expect to gun hy your v 
two-fold sense — firsts a great deal 
by your preaching, to stir us up to 
llgen'ce in our duties — apd, second! 
collection for our school. If you 
stay with us a week or two, at leas 
Mrs. Wilson and dear children i 
and the little maid who attends 
An early answer, will jgreatly obli( 
^' Your very sincere i 

^ TflSOPBILtlS E 



4)t>tn«> «nd shall feelpl^iiure in accepUng 
your invitation, with mf fiimily. As you 
- request me to do something for the good of 
others, I readily obey your summons, and 
burnbly depend on the great master of as- 
semblies to blefi our endeavours. If God 
spares me, I will do myself the pleasare of 
seeing you a few days before Whitsunday. 
Present my christian regards to the Rev. 
Mr. King, and infbrm him, that, if my fee- 
ble serricea will bring « mite iotti the ki.;ig's 
treasury, I amTeady tQ do it. Mis. Wil- 
son unlixs with me, in the most affectionate 
regards to you and Mrs. H. Miss Neville 
joins in the same, and says, " If possible, she 
will. be of the party." Believe m^ dear 

^ Tour's, sincerely, ' 

" John WiLsdN." 

N.B,— Fanny desires me to say, thit she 
sends her duty to her fatKec" aivd WL<aAfflt. 
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I believe her heart leaps for joy, at tb^ 
thought of seeing her parents. 

The happy day arrived. The church was 
crowded. Two hundred children sung the 
hymns. The collection was liberal ; and 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard enjoyed their com* 
pany. Miss Neville was at their hospitable 
mansion^ for a few weeks. Poor Faany 
was highly gratified, in seeing her parents, 
often, during their stay in the country*. . .. 

Thus we are taught, by the good feelings 
of those families, where true religion is the 
ruling principle of all our actions. For it 
may be justly observed^ that godliness en- 
riches the heart where it is seated; and be- 
nefits every family where it is practised. 

May every clergyman in the kingdom, be 

as ready to promote the good of the rising 

generation, as the worthy characters alluded 

to in these dialogues ; and every ^unday- 

scholar be as mueli tes^cX*.^ ^a.^wcK^ 
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' Roe> and as great a blessing to their parents. 
And may the rich, the noble, and the 
mighty imitate the excellent Howard ; and 
thus follow the example of our blessed Lord, 
*^ who went about doing good ;'* always 
remembering, that *< it is more blessed to 
give, than to receive';** that^ when they 
awake up at the last day, they uiay hear the 
iSavio(ur say, -^^ Well dorie; good and' faith- 
ful sarvant, enter yi; iDt6 tte joy otJP yot^^ 

UriV 
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